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Creating DIE-logues. Dying Well 

 

 

  

LIEN FOUNDATION’S LI FE BEFORE DEATH  CAMPAIGN 
LAUNCHES ‘DIE-LOGUES’ ON DEATH & DYING WELL  
 
Public invited to share their stories. Local celebrity Dongfang Billy  to 
host  docum entary on dying well. 
 

30 OCTOBER 2008 

 

1.  What  does dy ing well m ean t o you? I f you knew you were dy ing -  who 

would you t hank or forgive, say sorry  or  I  love you t o? These are som e 

provocat ive quest ions raised as part  of t he ÔDIE-logues’ created by t he 

Life Before Death cam paign. 

 

2.  Conceived and spearheaded by the Lien Foundat ion, t he Life Before 

Death cam paign seeks t o break t he conspiracy of silence surrounding 

deat h and dy ing. ÒLeav ing too m uch unspoken can underm ine t he 

qualit y  of  life and relat ionships of t hose who are faced w it h term inal 

illnesses,Ó said Lien Foundat ionÕs Chairm an, Mrs Margaret  Lien ÒCrucial 

decisions on m edical care, financial m at ters or  fut ure plans are often 

com plicat ed by m any doubt s and fear . A lot  of unnecessary burden 

and pain can be avoided if we can t alk  about  end-of- life m at ters 

openly .Ó  

 

3.  By prov iding channels for people t o reflect  on how t hey would deal 

wit h t he spect re of deat h, t he cam paign seeks t o encourage people t o 

discuss t heir w ishes on end-of- life m at ters wit h t heir loved ones so as 

to m inim ise helplessness and confusion. The public w ill be inv ited to 

share t heir t hought s in two docum ent ar ies on end-of- life issues, 

nom inate t heir loved ones in a legacy album  project  and part icipate in 

online discussions. 
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4.  By form ing a cat alyst  for reflect ion and discussion, t he aim  is to get  

people t o talk to t heir loved ones about  t he subject  of deat h. This way , 

bet ter care can be provided at  the end of life and m ore at tent ion can 

go to m aking each m om ent  count  for  t he dy ing and t heir loved ones.  

 

Dy in g  w e l l   

5.  ÒDying well could m ean different  t hings t o different  people,Ó said Dr  

Cynt hia Goh, Cent re Director , Lien Cent re for Palliat ive Care. ÒFor  

exam ple, it  could m ean dy ing w it hout  pain, or  spending m ore t im e at  

hom e wit h loved ones. The aim  of hospice and palliat ive care is t o 

m ax im ise t he qualit y of life for t he dying. This not  only covers t heir  

physical condit ion,  but  also t heir  em ot ional, psychosocial and spir it ual 

needs, as well as t hose of t heir fam ilies.Ó  

 

6.  The awareness cam paign com es as Singapore faces a rapidly ageing 

populat ion and growing dem ands for healt hcare needs and end-of- life 

care. A post -m ortem  of t he inaugural 2006 Life Before Death cam paign 

revealed t hat  m ore t han 65 per cent  of respondent s are st ill unaware 

of hospice care. While a 10 per cent  im provem ent  of awareness levels 

before t he 2006 cam paign, t he f inding underscores t he need t o bring 

the m essage to m ore people. 

 

Spu r r i n g  ÔDie- lo g u esÕ t h r o u gh  Do cu m en t ar ies  

7.  This t im e, t he cam paign will expand it s reach t o a w ider  com m unity Ð 

in part icular , the heart landers. A docum ent ary t hat  seeks to unlock t he 

not ion of dy ing well am ongst  t his audience will be produced. Drawing 

out  t he ÔDie-loguesÕ on t his t opic is som eone fam iliar wit h deat h, local 

celebr it y and ex-DJ, Dongfang Billy .  The public Ð t hose who are 

grappling wit h end-of- life experiences or issues Ð are invit ed t o com e 

alongside him , as he j ourneys t o seek  answers on t he im plicat ions of  

deat h and dy ing.  
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8.  A docum entary  exam ining t he current  at t it udes on deat h will also be 

produced for an English-speaking audience. I t s prem ise:  Deat h is an 

inev itable fact  of life. While som e of us m ay not  know when itÕs t im e t o 

go, som e will have t hat  knowledge. For t hese people, t here is a choice 

of how t hey  live t hose final m om ent s.  At  t im es poignant  and 

philosophical, t his docum ent ary takes a pract ical, inform at ive and even 

hum orous look at  how people w ish to face LifeÕs f inal chapter . 

 

9.  Bot h docum ent ar ies w ill feat ure a series of  frank , insight ful interviews 

wit h people like Healt h Minister Khaw Boon Wan, Mr Gerard Ee and 

voices from  t he public, as well as doct ors, nurses, hospice pat ient s and 

caregivers.  

 

Pu b l i c i n v i t ed  t o  Ôd ie- lo g u eÕ 

10.Those interested t o part icipate in t hese f irst -ever ÔDIE-logues’ by being 

feat ured on the docum ent ar ies about  their st or ies and exper iences, 

can call or SMS 84348762 (English), 90515006 (Chinese) or  em ail 

talk@lifebeforedeath.sg f rom  now till 7 Nov 2008.  

 

Legacy  A lb u m  in i t i a t i v e   

11.As part  of t he cam paign, t he public is inv it ed t o nom inate a loved one 

who is term inally  or  ser iously  ill t o receive a Legacy Album of  

phot ographs and lov ing t hought s in celebrat ion of his/ her life. ÒWe 

want  t o honour t he lives of those around us -  while they are alive Ð 

and not  when it  is t oo late. We hope that  t he Legacy Albums init iat ive 

will spur ot hers t o do likewise, im buing t he subject s of honour w it h 

dignity , greater purpose, and sense of a well- lived life.Ó said Mr Lee 

Poh Wah, Program m e Direct or ,  Lien Foundat ion. Four  nom inees w ill be 

selected t o receive t heir personal Legacy Album , all fully  sponsored by  

the Foundat ion. The public can subm it  t heir  nom inat ion from now till 7 

Nov 2008 at  t he cam paign websit e www.lifebeforedeath.sg or call  

93554984 (English), 90515006 (Chinese) 
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Dia r y  o f  a  Ca r eg i v e r   

12.Besides creat ing Die- logues, t he cam paign is also focused on giv ing 

pract ical help t o caregivers.  I t  has produced a guide for caregivers 

ent it led ‘Life Before Death – Diary of a Caregiver’. Launched 

today , t he booklet  is based on t he real life exper ience and blog of Ms 

Dawn Kor , who lost  her fat her t o pancreat ic cancer in 2007. The 

book let  is interspersed w it h notes f rom  hospice doct or, Dr Tan Yew 

Seng from  Assisi Hospice. He sheds light  on som e com m on concerns of  

caregivers, like feeding at  t he end-of- life, t he need for closure and how 

to cope w it h t he burden of car ing.  

 

13.The Life Before Deat h cam paign will be launched on air and in t he 

st reet s com e March 2009. Besides t he docum entaries,  t he cam paign 

will feat ure advert isem ent s, radio t alk shows, blogs and t he result s of  

a first -ever st reet  poll on at t it udes on deat h in Singapore. An 

internat ional docum ent ary for a wor ldwide audience is also in the 

pipeline.  

 

Key Partners 

14.Key part ners of t he Life Before Deat h cam paign include hospice care 

professionals:  Assisi Hospice, Singapore Cancer Society , St  JosephÕs 

Hom e and Hospice, and The Lien Cent re for  Palliat ive Care. Dr iv ing t he 

cam paignÕs creat ive direct ion and online presence are Ogilvy  and 

Mat her Advert ising and OgilvyOne. Respect ed film m akers, Oak3 Film s 

will produce the docum entaries while t he Cent re for Seniors, an 

organisat ion for  t he elder ly has helped t o garner voices for t he Die-

logues.  

 

15. I nt egral t o t he cam paign are t he st udent s and lect urers f rom  Ngee Ann 

PolytechnicÕs School of Film  and Media St udies. They have lent  t heir  

passion and skills t o capt ur ing subject s for  the Die-logues, as well as 

conduct ing st reet  polls and designing t he legacy album s.   
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~ ~ ~ oOO~ ~ ~  

 
Media enquiries:  
 
Genevieve Kuek 
Qeren Com m unicat ions 
Tel:  97633110 
gen@qeren.biz 

 
 
 
About Lien Foundation    www.lienfoundation.org 
 
The Lien Foundat ion was founded by Dr. Lien Ying Chow, an em inent  business 
leader, banker and hotelier. His influence extended beyond t he pr ivate sector and 
Singapore,  as a com m unity  leader, d iplom at  and philanthropist .   
 
Today the Lien Foundat ion cont inues Dr Lien Ying ChowÕs legacy of good work in  
helping the needy and depr ived in our societ y . The Foundat ion drives inst it ut ional 
capacit y building t o address crucial com m unit y  needs, and em powers individuals to 
reach t heir full potent ial.  I t  is pioneer ing new ground for organized philanthropy in  
Singapore by convening st rategic part nerships and catalyzing act ion on social and 
environm ental challenges.  
 
Besides cham pioning excellence in eldercare, t he Foundat ion also seeks to enhance 
educat ional opportunit ies for  the disadvantaged and t he developm ent  of nascent  
fields of studies;  and prom ot ing env ironm ental sustainability in water and sanitat ion.       
 
The Foundat ion has long cham pioned the cause t o im prove care for  the dying. I n 
2006, it  launched t he first  scholarships and fellowships in palliat ive care for doctors 
and nurses. I t  also created the inaugural ÒLife Before DeathÓ cam paign t o increase 
public awareness of hospice palliat ive care. This year, it  start ed AsiaÕs first  cent re for  
research and t raining in palliat ive care,  The Lien Centre for Palliative Care.   
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ANNEX 
 

ABOUT HOSPICE AND PALLIATIVE CARE 

Hospice and palliat ive care is a holist ic concept  of care Ð and not  just  a specific place 

Ð that  addresses the physical, em ot ional, psychosocial and spiritual needs of those 

with end-stage illnesses. The goal is to allev iate and prevent  pain, im prov ing the 

quality  of life for  pat ient s and their  loved ones.   

 

Hospice care services in Singapore are divided into three m odels:  Hospice hom e 

care,  day care and in-pat ient  care, m ost  of which are run by Voluntary  Welfare 

Organisat ions (VWOs) . Seven hospitals in Singapore provide palliat ive care,  eit her  

with in t heir wards or  outpat ient  clin ics. 

 

 

MORE ABOUT THE LEGACY ALBUMS 

What  are the m om ents t hat  define your life? And when you die, what  are t he 

m om ents you want  your loved ones to rem em ber you by?  

 

The legacy album  proj ect  is a special photo book that  seeks to capture the precious 

m om ents of those who are seriously or  t erm inally ill to celebrate and com m em orate 

the life they have lived. 

 

For Mr Ng Wai Mun and his wife Madam  Wan Tok Hai, their 34- year m arr iage that  

first  blossom ed over cups of kopi has been rich in laughter and contentm ent . Today  

their lives m ay be defined by the hospital visit s and the round- the- clock care for Mr 

Ng, who is suffering from  nose cancer.  

 

But  in a poignant  ser ies of photographs, Mr NgÕs legacy album  also tells of a life 

together defined Ð even in sickness - -by happiness, love and t enderness. Each album  

- -  shot  by photographer, Deanna Ng and capt ioned by a professional wr it er Ð will be 

designed and produced by Film  and Media Studies student s from  Ngee Ann 

Poly technic. The online version has been created by OgilvyOne on  

www.lifebefordeath.sg. 
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ABOUT DEANNA NG 

Deanna Ng is a freelance photographer specializing in docum entary, port rait s and off  

beat  t ravel photos. She believes t hat  photography breaks boundar ies and allows us a 

unique way of look ing into others' life. Her port folio can be found online at  

www.deannang.com  

 

 

ABOUT DAWN KOR 

Dawn is m arried and a business developm ent  m anager at  a non-profit  organisat ion.  

She star ted blogging in 2006, about  the sam e t im e her father was diagnosed with 

pancreas cancer and undergoing t reatm ent .  Dur ing t hat  d if ficult  period, she searched 

for glim pses of other caregiversÕ experiences,  but  could not  find any.  Aft er her  

fatherÕs passing, she rev iewed her blog again and realised that  it  could help other  

caregivers who were like her before, lost , t roubled and disheartened. ThatÕs when 

she offered Lien Foundat ion the opportunit y to publish her  blog.   

 

 

 

MORE ABOUT SOME OF THE CAMPAIGN PARTNERS 

 

Assisi Hospice 

Assisi Hospice is located in t he vicinity of Mount  Alvernia Hospital.  I ts range of  

services, including a 33-bed inpat ient  hospice, Hospice Day Care for adult s and  

children, and Hospice Hom e Care,  aim s t o provide com prehensive palliat ive care t o 

pat ient s with any t erm inal or  life- t hreatening illnesses,  and care to their  fam ilies. I t  

is run by Franciscan Missionaries of t he Div ine Motherhood. 

 

 

St Joseph’s Home & Hospice 

St JosephÕs Hom e & Hospice was established by the Catholic Welfare Services and is 

run by the Canossian sist ers. I t  is a 22-bed Hospice w it hin the prem ises of St  

JosephÕs Nursing Hom e and prov ides a holist ic approach t o care of t he aged and the 

progressively  ill.  Special at t ent ion is g iven t o the spirit ual well being of resident s. 
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Singapore Cancer Society  

The Singapore Cancer Societ y plays a pivotal role in all stages of cancer  

m anagem ent  from  prevent ion to t erm inal care.  The Hospice Care Team  prov ides 

m edical and nursing support  at  hom e on a 24-hour basis for those w ith advanced  

disease. Welfare and f inancial assistance is also extended to t hose who are in need.    

 

 

The Centre for Seniors (CFS) 

CFS is a VWO prom ot ing the total well being of seniors and helping them  to take 

their right ful place as respected m em bers in the fam ily, com m unit y and count ry. CFS 

is a m em ber of the Nat ional Council of Social Serv ice and is an approved charity.   

 
 
 
 

~ ~ oOo~ ~  


