
BY IRENE THAM

CHILDREN’S trusting behav-
iour online has made their par-
ents vulnerable to hackers, with
three in 10 computing devices
in Singapore compromised in
this way, according to the latest
survey findings by security tech-
nology firm Norton.

Very often, children down-
load viruses to their family com-
puter, click on a link in a text
message or share their pass-
word with someone who then
abuses it, the survey revealed.

The Norton Cybersecurity In-
sights Report, released yester-
day, polled more than 17,000 In-
ternet users above 18 years old
across 17 countries, including
about 1,000 people here.

The survey, conducted in Au-
gust and September last year, in-
cluded for the first time ques-
tions about children’s Internet
behaviour.

Children here have also been
duped into responding to online
scams such as phishing messages,
thinking that they are legitimate.

Phishing is a process used by
hackers to trick people to di-
vulge sensitive personal infor-
mation such as their user identi-
ties and passwords.

“Children are becoming in-
creasingly comfortable with de-
vices like smartphones or tab-
lets, and parents must be proac-
tive in educating their children

on online safety,” said Gavin
Lowth, Norton vice-president
for consumer and small business
in Asia-Pacific and Japan.

“Protecting children online is
weighing heavier on parents than
ever before as cyberbullying, on-
line predators and privacy are
now real world concerns.”

The findings come amid ris-
ing online crime in Singapore.

Last year, the number of on-
line crime cases involving e-com-
merce, credit-for-sex and Internet
love scams almost doubled to
3,759, from 1,929 in 2014, ac-
cording to police statistics.

In February, David Chew, di-
rector of the Commercial Af-
fairs Department of the Singa-
pore Police Force, said the coun-
try is a target because it had “a
wonderful infrastructure for the
Internet”.

Housewife Sakura Siow, 40,
said she limits access time for
her two daughters – aged six
and 13 – to half an hour daily.

But the Norton survey re-
vealed that most parents here
do not frequently act to protect
their children’s cyber safety.

For instance, more than
three in five parents do not fre-
quently supervise their
children’s Internet access.

They do not regularly limit
access to certain websites or re-
strict the information children
are allowed to post on social me-
dia. About one in five parents
takes no precautions at all.

Said public relations consult-
ant Oo Ginlee, 46, who has
three daughters: “For those of
us who work long hours, we just
give guidelines and hope that
our kids follow them.”
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BY SANDRA DAVIE

WHEN you are a pre-schooler
from a disadvantaged family,
living in a rental flat, attending
classes may not be top priority.

But a three-year-old scheme
piloted at two pre-schools has
shown that such children can
be brought back into the fold,
with their parents getting more
involved in their development.

So encouraging were the re-
sults that the Circle of Care
scheme – piloted by philan-
thropic group Lien Foundation
and welfare organisation Care
Corner – will be extended to an-
other seven pre-schools and
two primary schools this year.

This is so that the children
will have a smoother transition
from kindergarten to primary
school.

Care Corner and Lien Foun-
dation said yesterday they will
partner anchor pre-school oper-

ators MY World Preschool,
PAP Community Foundation,
Singapore Muslim Women’s As-
sociation as well as Lakeside
Primary and Gan Eng Seng Pri-
mary School to extend the
scheme.

The model was piloted at

two of Care Corner’s Leng Kee
and Admiralty childcare cen-
tres in 2013.

Teachers, social workers, ed-
ucation therapists and commu-
nity partners worked as a team
to identify the root causes of a
child’s difficulties and to help

on different fronts.
For instance, a six-year-old

boy lagging behind was taught
how to focus better and given
help to develop his reading and
maths skills. His mother learnt
effective parenting techniques,
including how to coach her son.

Early childhood expert
Khoo Kim Choo, consultant for
the programme, said the two
centres have seen encouraging
results.

Of the 76 at-risk children at
the two centres, 95 per cent
came from families with house-
hold incomes of below
$3,000 a month and most lived
in HDB rental flats. Many had
jobless parents and money trou-
bles too.

The Circle of Care team
raised their average attendance
from about 30 per cent to
70 per cent by working closely
with their families.

But without formal collabo-

ration between pre- and prima-
ry schools, some of the
hard-won progress made by
these at-risk children can be
lost.

To prevent this, the team
will organise workshops and
school visits for the children
and their parents to prepare
them for Primary 1.

Social workers will also col-
laborate with the schools’ coun-
sellors, class teachers and allied
educators and follow the child
and his parents until Primary 3.

Sharon, the mother of a sev-
en-year-old boy helped
through the scheme, said her
son was affected by the
family’s many problems.

But the social worker and
teachers helped to resolve the
issues and her son began to do
better in pre-school. He en-
tered Primary 1 in January.

Said Madam Sharon, who
works as a cleaner: “The same
social worker has been helping
us for many years. When I
have any difficulties, I call her
and she will advise me.”
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WASHINGTON

M
ORE victories
look set for Unit-
ed States billion-
a i re Dona ld

Trump and former secretary
of state Hillary Clinton come
Saturday, following their tri-
umphs in a slew of presiden-
tial primaries on Tuesday,
which brought them closer to
being nominated by their par-
ties to contend for the White
House.

Following their sound de-
feats of rivals on Super Tues-
day, Republican candidate
Trump and Mrs Clinton, from
the Democratic camp, have sig-
nalled that their focus is begin-
ning to shift to the general elec-
tion, Agence France-Presse re-
ported.

In victory remarks, she at-
tacked Mr Trump’s pledge to
“make America great again”.

“America never stopped be-
ing great,” she said to loud
cheers from her supporters in
Miami.

“It’s clear tonight that the
stakes in this election have
never been higher, and the
rhetoric we’re hearing on the
other side has never been low-
er,” she added.

Meanwhile, Mr Trump
painted Mrs Clinton as a Wash-

ington insider, who he said
could not address a furious
electorate’s desire for change.

“She’s been there for so
long. I mean, if she hasn’t
straightened it out by now, she’s
not going to straighten it out in
the next four years,” he said.

A recent poll found that
Mrs Clinton would easily de-
feat Mr Trump if the general
election – set for Nov 8 –
were held now.

But few are likely to under-
estimate the 69-year-old
Mr Trump after his primary
rout.

Univers i ty of New
Orleans’s Edward Chervenak
was quoted as saying, by the
state’s WDSU television: “Hil-
lary Clinton has the distinct
advantage in Louisiana, just
like she does in the rest of the
southern states.

“And given the momen-
tum that Donald Trump has,
it makes sense that he would
be projected to be the winner
here,” added the political sci-
entist.

Mr Trump and Mrs Clinton
also enjoy comfortable leads
in Kansas, according to a new
poll conducted in the state, re-
ported the Kansas City Star.

Besides Kansas, Mr Trump
is likely to also dominate in
Maine and Kentucky on Satur-

day, and the same goes for
Mrs Clinton in Nebraska.

Mr Trump weathered a bar-
rage of attacks from fellow Re-
publicans to win in seven of
11 states on Super Tuesday.

His victories were wide-
spread, from Alabama and
Georgia in the deep south to
Massachusetts in the
north-east.

While Mr Trump’s rivals
Marco Rubio and Ted Cruz
struggled to make the case
that they can still win, the
maverick candidate tried to
defuse an intra-party feud
that may be the only serious
obstacle remaining on his
path to the nomination.

He offered an olive branch
to establishment Republican
leaders, making the case that he
can unify and grow the party.

Ms Clinton also racked up
seven wins out of 11, trounc-
ing rival Bernie Sanders
across six southern US states
and winning big among Afri-
can-American voters.

Super Tuesday was the
most pivotal day of the US
presidential primary season
so far, with half the Republi-
can delegates and a third of
Democratic delegates needed
to win the nominations up for
grabs.
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ENCOURAGING RESULTS: A volunteer engaging a parent at a Transition to Primary
1 playshop. PHOTO: CIRCLE OF CARE, CARE CORNER SINGAPORE

Scheme expanded to help at-risk pre-schoolers

Kids are weak
links in home
cybersecurity

Clinton and Trump
start to trade barbs
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