Source: The Straits Times © Singapore Press Holdings Limited. Permission required for reproduction.

BRIEFING

What’sNews

A2

| THE STRAITS TIMES | FRIDAY, APRIL 29, 2016 |

TOP OF THE NEWS

BUSINESS

N-S Corridor ready in 2026

Industrial space rents slide

Singapore’s first expressway to
have dedicated bus lanes and
cycling and pedestrian paths will be
ready in 2026.
The North-South Corridor will
link towns in the north with the
city and, when completed, the
21.5km integrated highway could
shorten bus journeys by 30
minutes. A1

Rents of industrial space fell 2.7 per
cent in the first quarter after falling
1.1 per cent in the fourth quarter of
last year, JTC data showed. Rents
are down 5.1 per cent from a year
back. Meanwhile, industrial space
prices fell 2.5 per cent in the first
quarter after sliding 1.5 per cent in
the fourth quarter, and are 5.1 per
cent lower than a year earlier. C1
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Xi seeks security structure

No Curry but Warriors still hot

Chinese President Xi Jinping called
for a new regional security
cooperation structure that would
“suit Asia’s unique traits” and also a
new crisis-control mechanism to
prevent regional issues from flaring
up, as he continued to advocate his
“Asian security concept”. A8

The Golden State Warriors brushed
off the absence of injured star
Stephen Curry on Wednesday to
beat the Houston Rockets 114-81
and advance to the next round of
the National Basketball Association
play-offs. The Warriors will face
either the Portland Trail Blazers or
the Los Angeles Clippers next. C9

A scene from Ten Years, which is part of the line-up for the Singapore Chinese
Film Festival. PHOTO: SINGAPORE CHINESE FILM FESTIVAL

LIFE

Award-winning HK film to be shown at S’pore festival
Ten Years – a collection of five shorts that paint a dark picture of Hong
Kong’s future in 2025 and which was named Best Film at the Hong Kong
Film Awards – is part of the line-up for the Singapore Chinese Film
Festival, which runs from today to May 8. D11
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WORLD

Trump vows ‘America first’

What’sNext

Asian allies must pay “their fair
share” of defence arrangement
costs, Republican presidential front
runner Donald Trump (above) said
in outlining his “America first”
foreign policy approach, as he closes
in on the party’s nomination. While
the speech was aimed at casting him
in a more presidential light, experts
warned of his oversimplification of
global affairs. A12
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Indonesian fugitives warned

Egg prices up amid hot spell

Spy chief Sutiyoso has urged
Indonesian fugitives, suspected to
have fled overseas, to return home
before he hunts them down. The
wanted list has 33 names, which
includes a former businessman who
embezzled 1.3 trillion rupiah (S$133
million) in state bank loans. A14

The hot weather has resulted in a
reduced supply of eggs from
Malaysia and a small increase in egg
prices in some shops in Singapore.
Prices rose by 10 cents for 10 eggs
on Monday. B4
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Read Rally speeches on portal

OPINION

India’s fresh hope, new fears
When India got independence from
British rule in 1947, few gave it a
credible chance of surviving as a
united nation. Incredibly, it survived
and thrives. With its rise comes new
challenges, says Ravi Velloor, whose
book India Rising: Fresh Hope, New
Fears, has just been published. A28

The annual National Day messages
and National Day Rally speeches
made by Singapore prime ministers
over the decades are now available
to the public on the National
Archives of Singapore’s online
portal. It has also uploaded papers
presented by various ministries,
state organisations and
institutions, starting from 2011. B7

What it should have been
In a column in The Sunday Times
on April 24 headlined “Elected
presidency scheme has several
contradictions”, we erred in
quoting Chief Justice Sundaresh
Menon as saying: “...merit in terms
of who might in fact be the best
president is not necessarily the
same thing as the one who is most
likely to win an election. There are
two different points there that we
might be in danger of conflicting
by putting this considerable
emphasis on merit.”
What the Chief Justice in fact said
was: “There are two different
points there that we might be in
danger of conflating by putting this
considerable emphasis on merit.”
We are sorry for the error.
The Chief Justice heads a
Constitutional Commission to
review the elected presidency and
it has been holding public hearings.

Japan’s Foreign Minister visits China

Food and nutrition innovation

Quarterly business outlook survey

Japanese Foreign Minister Fumio Kishida will
travel to China today in a bid to restore
momentum to ties between Asia’s two largest
economies as they argue over territory. Mr
Kishida is set to meet his counterpart Wang Yi
and other senior officials during the visit – the
first by a Japanese foreign minister in 41/2
years. No Chinese foreign minister has visited
Japan since November 2009.

Finance Minister Heng Swee Keat will visit the
Clinical Nutrition Research Centre today, to
learn more about efforts to grow the local
food and nutrition sector and establish
Singapore as a leading food and nutrition
innovation hub. The centre, a joint initiative by
the Agency for Science, Technology and
Research (A*Star) and the National University
Health System, specialises in human
nutritional research.

Quarterly official survey results on the
business outlook of Singapore companies are
expected today. In the last update in January,
firms in both the manufacturing and services
sectors indicated they were more pessimistic
than before about their near-term business
prospects, as global economic uncertainty,
China’s slowdown and lower oil prices took
their toll on already-weak sentiment.

WhyItMatters

Effective leaders
for pre-schools

Priscilla Goy
If it takes a village to raise a child, it seems it takes
several renowned experts to raise effective
pre-school principals, too.
A new programme to develop 150 of them was
launched by the Lien Foundation on Wednesday.
It is promising not just for the $2.7 million pumped
into it, but also for the partners the foundation roped
in. They include the Seed Institute and Wheelock
College, which are renowned pre-school training
institutes here and in the United States respectively.
The programme is based on a behavioural skills
model developed by global human resources
consultancy Korn Ferry Hay Group, after interviews
with about 50 pre-school leaders. The Sequoia
Group, which trains senior civil servants and
corporate leaders, will hold a workshop too.
Many of the nine pre-school leaders who will
mentor the principals selected are well-known
veterans. They include Dr Geraldine Teo-Zuzarte,
head of professional practices at NTUC First
Campus; and Dr Jacqueline Chung, senior principal
at St James’ Church Kindergarten.
When principals attend the programme, titled
Principal Matters, their teachers and children could
also benefit because, well, the leadership role of the
principal matters. Overseas research shows that
school leadership accounts for 25 per cent of a
school’s impact on students’ learning, second only
to teaching (33 per cent).
The effect of teaching soon fades though, once the
children have a different teacher, unless subsequent
ones are equally effective. So, it is all the more
important to have effective principals who can
better recruit and retain teachers.
As more pre-schools open and teachers step up
earlier to become principals, it is vital to help them in
their job. While it is important to set up more centres,
fill the job vacancies and train teachers in the latest
pedagogical approaches, the positive impact will be
short-lived if leaders can’t retain teachers and make
unwise decisions. So, it is a welcome move that
experts have come together to support leaders and
care for those who care for our children.
goyshiyi@sph.com.sg

