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S’poreans don’t walk the talk in special needs support
BY JANICE TAI

S

INGAPOREANS support the idea of inclusion but do not walk the
talk, a survey has found.
While most people believe
that children with and without
disabilities can study together,
only half of parents polled
were comfortable with having
a special needs child sitting
next to their own child in class.
Also, only one in 10 Singaporeans are confident of interacting with special needs children.
These were some of the findings of a survey – released yesterday at a press conference –
which asked more than 1,000
people for their experience of
inclusion in daily life and early
education. The survey was com-

missioned by local philanthropic house Lien Foundation.
The findings suggest that Singaporeans are tolerant rather
than accepting towards special
needs people, said Ng Tze
Yong, programme manager at
Lien Foundation.
“Singaporeans embrace the
idea of inclusion, but there is a
gap between what we think
and what we do,” said Mr Ng.
“Building handicapped ramps,
parking lots and toilets is the easy
part. We now need to move beyond that to dismantle the obstacles in our minds and the barriers
in our hearts,” he added.
Inclusion means ensuring
that everyone, including those
with disabilities, is given the opportunity to realise his potential in the same environment.

Asked about the current level of acceptance and degree of
social interaction between the
public and special needs children, more than half of the respondents said that Singaporeans were willing to share public
spaces with such children but
not to interact with them.
Only eight per cent of those
polled felt that Singaporeans
were willing to go the extra
mile to make a special needs
child feel welcome.
Yet, nearly half of them believe that new laws are needed
to promote the rights of such
children.
For instance, eight in ten of
them believe that it should be
compulsory for such children
to go to school. They are now
exempted from the Compulso-

ry Education Act.
One possible reason why special needs children, such as those
with learning and behavioural difficulties or physical disabilities,
are not accepted fully in society
is the lack of interaction between
the public and such children.
For over a third of the respondents, such children are
not part of their social circle.
Only a quarter of parents surveyed reported that their children are friends with them.
However, the survey also
found that Singaporeans’ uncertainty about interacting with special needs children falls when the
frequency of interactions rises.
Given this correlation, clinical
psychologist and researcher Kenneth Poon said there should be
more opportunities for interac-

MATURE ESTATE:
Flats in Ang Mo
Kio proved to be
most popular,
with nine
applicants per
the four-room
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High demand for
larger BTO flats in
Ang Mo Kio, Bedok
BY YEO SAM JO
BIGGER Build-to-Order (BTO) flats in
the mature estates of Ang Mo Kio and
Bedok proved the most popular in the
latest Housing Board sales exercise that
concluded yesterday.
Nine applicants vied for each of the
234 four-room flats in Ang Mo Kio on
offer as of 5pm yesterday.
The 200 five-room and three-generation (3Gen) flats there had more than
eight applicants each.
The 247 four-room flats in Bedok
were the next most contested, with
each drawing over six applicants.
Over in the non-mature estates, however, some flat types were undersubscribed as of yesterday.
Two-room flexi and three-room flats
in Bukit Panjang as well as four-roomers in Sembawang had an application
rate of 0.9 each – meaning all applicants are likely guaranteed a flat.
Five-room and 3Gen flats in Bukit
Panjang drew more interest, with over
two applicants for every unit.
Experts said the higher demand for
flats in Ang Mo Kio and Bedok stems

from their convenient locations and developed infrastructure.
OrangeTee research manager Wong
Xian Yang said: “The number of BTO
launches in mature estates is still quite
rare.”
Previous BTO launches in Bedok
and Ang Mo Kio date back to 2012 and
2013 respectively.
Last Tuesday, HDB launched a total
of 3,770 BTO flats in Ang Mo Kio,
Bedok, Bukit Panjang and Sembawang.
Also on offer were 5,170 balance flats
across 14 mature and 11 non-mature
towns.
Sales assistant Joseph Louis Mathias, 50, and his wife were among those
who applied for a four-room flat in
Bedok in the latest exercise.
“We have lived in our three-room
flat in Bedok for 15 years and it’s time
for a change. We are sticking with
Bedok because we are used to this area,” said Mr Joseph.
Excluding grants, prices for
four-room flats in Bedok and Ang Mo
Kio started at $408,000 and $382,000
respectively.
Among the most popular balance
flats were two five-roomers in
Kallang/Whampoa, which drew 118 applicants as of 5pm yesterday.
Four-room flats in Tampines were also hotly contested, with 315 applicants
vying for just eight units.
yeosamjo@sph.com.sg
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tion so that friendships and
shared interests can form.
Tang Hui Nee, assistant director and head of community
services at KK Women’s and
Children’s Hospital, said it
would help if there was more
public education and exposure.
Three in four of the respondents said being informed in advance about the special needs
of a child will help them be
more understanding when disruptive behaviour happens.
To better understand the
needs and challenges of the special needs community, a separate survey of 750 parents of
children with special needs is
being done and the findings
will be released next month.
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