
A water pipe near Blocks 222 and 
223 in Bukit Batok East Avenue 3 
burst yesterday, creating a 
four-storey-high geyser just after 
6am. National water agency PUB 
told The Straits Times that it 
received reports of the leak “on a 
water main on the turf area”. It 
added: “The leak was also 
detected by our sensors.” PUB 
said it immediately sent officers 
and repair contractors to the site, 
and the leak was stopped at 9am.
Workers were seen turning off the 
water supply before rushing to 
replace the damaged pipe with a 
new one. “Repair works are 
ongoing and are expected to be 
completed by today. There is no 
road closure and traffic remains 
smooth,” said the PUB. It assured 
residents that water supply will 
not be affected and it is 
investigating the leak. Residents 
said they were reminded of the 
“water fountain” caused by a 
burst pipe last week at the 
junction of Bukit Batok West 
Avenue 6 and Bukit Batok West 
Avenue 8. Motorists then were 
greeted by water gushing up from 
the middle of the road. PUB said 
yesterday’s case was not related 
to the earlier pipe leak, which has 
been repaired. PHOTOS: LAU FOOK 
KONG, ST READER
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Some children went down the play-
ground slide, while others climbed 
up structures made of large tyres 
and barrels, making sounds as they 
hit pots and pans.

They were clearly enjoying them-
selves, and likely more so,  as the 
playground was designed with the 
help of some of their peers.

This revamped play space – lo-
cated at the Gilstead Road campus 
of St James’ Church Kindergarten 
(SJCK) – is the result of an eight-
month collaborative design process 
involving more than 400 people, in-
cluding  children,  parents,  educa-
tors and designers.

The play area, which is part of the 
Hack Our Play initiative by philan-
thropic organisation Lien Founda-
tion,  the  kindergarten  and  non-
profit design group Participate in 
Design, was launched yesterday. 

Hack Our Play seeks to get chil-
dren, educators, parents and mem-
bers of the community to co-create 
playgrounds  amid  growing  re-
search on the benefits of child-di-
rected play.

Organisers say it is the first com-
munity-built  playground,  unlike  
regular  playgrounds  that  are  
“mostly bought off a catalogue, re-
sulting in cookie-cutter and stan-
dardised play experiences”.

The play area can be modified eas-
ily as people can take apart and re-
configure some structures, such as 
those  made  of  tyres  and  drink  
crates.  The  heavy  barrels  can  be  
moved by a large group of adults.

And all the materials used to de-
velop  it  cost  just  $18,000,  while  
playgrounds  typically  cost  more  
than $100,000.

SJCK senior principal Jacqueline 

Chung told The Straits Times: “Chil-
dren today are very accustomed to 
having finished products presented 
to  them.  They have  little  idea  of  
how these things come about,  so 
their appreciation of these things 
will not be as rich. 

“But when you have a part to play 
in the design process, you’ll look at 
the finished product through a dif-
ferent lens. Being involved in devel-
oping the play space also grooms 
children to be active citizens.”

Participate  in  Design  director  
Mizah Rahman said: “I realised chil-
dren may also play with the struc-
tures  differently.  For  instance,  
some kids climbed up the barrels, 
while others liked the sounds cre-
ated from hitting the barrels.”

Play  advocate  groups  such  as  
Chapter Zero Singapore and Playvo-
cates In Action extol the benefits of 
child-directed play.

Chapter Zero co-founder Shumei 
Winstanley said: “It raises kids to be 

more creative and imaginative.”
Playvocates In Action co-founder 

Eugenia Koh said: “It helps to build 
up their confidence and problem-
solving skills.” 

She said public playgrounds have 
more safety restrictions, but added: 
“I don’t blame the playground sup-
pliers for that, but I think if more 
people in the community can under-
stand the benefits of healthy risk-
taking, playgrounds would be able 
to have fewer safety restrictions.” 

Ms Sharlene Poh, sales and mar-
keting  manager  of  playground  
equipment supplier Hoopla Parks 
and  Recreation,  which  was  in-
volved in the Hack Our Play discus-
sions,  said  its  playgrounds  have  
modular parts that allow for more 
customisation to cater to children 
of different age groups. 

She added: “Playground safety is 
our utmost priority. With the use of 
recyclables, we have to ensure that 
the play space is safe to use, and the 

parts are durable and not easily re-
moved.”

Hack Our  Play organisers  hope 
other pre-schools will develop their 
own community-built play spaces 
too.  An  online  guide  will  be  
launched in January. SJCK has also 
hosted a visit by other pre-school 
educators and children to use and 
learn about the development of the 
playground.

goyshiyi@sph.com.sg

Tan Tam Mei 

Senior citizens will have more op-
portunities to keep their minds ac-
tive, with more than 900 courses 
and 21,000 learning places  avail-
able this year at the National Silver 
Academy (NSA).

This is twice the 500 courses and 
10,000 places offered last year, said 
Senior Minister of State for Health 
Amy Khor at an event to celebrate 
the International Day of Older Per-
sons yesterday.

The NSA offers those aged 50 and 
above courses in diverse areas, rang-
ing from information technology to 
art, for a token fee.

More than 200 people from vari-
ous senior activity centres and vol-
unteers attended yesterday’s cele-
brations organised by RSVP Singa-
pore, a group that promotes volun-
teerism among seniors.

They penned notes of apprecia-
tion to family and friends who have 
been there for them, as part of the 

“Seniors Give Thanks!” campaign.
In addition, over 25,000 thank-

you cards were distributed to 68 
agencies  for  seniors  under  their  
care to give to their loved ones.

Said  RSVP  president  Koh  Juay  
Meng: “We have heard of so many 
senior-related initiatives where we 
give thanks to our seniors – they 
have always been the receivers.

“But perhaps now is the time for 
seniors to give thanks to those who 
have been there for them.”

Mr  Philip  Oh,  65,  who  uses  a  
wheelchair, presented a thank-you 
card to his friend, Mr Patrick Loh, 
64.  The  pair  met  five  years  ago  
when Mr Loh, a volunteer with Will-

ing Hearts, delivered food to Mr Oh, 
who lived alone, and they became 
good friends.

Mr Loh, who runs his own busi-
ness, often drives Mr Oh around to 
help him run errands or to poly-
clinic appointments.

Dr Khor said seniors have much 
experience  and  wisdom  to  share  
and can serve as a positive force in 
society. The money for NSA comes 
from a $3 billion Action Plan for Suc-
cessful Ageing launched in 2015.

It also funds efforts to build an 
ageing-friendly city, such as rolling 
out wheelchair-friendly buses. 
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Alisteir Teo, five, and his mother Iori Chua, 39, at the playground, which comprises structures made of tyres, drink crates and barrels. ST PHOTO: ONG WEE JIN

Madam Chan Ah Peng (in wheelchair), 80, taking part in a dance performance 
with others from O’Joy Care Services yesterday. ST PHOTO: SEAH KWANG PENG
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