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More help to
place special
needs kids
in schools

A pupil with
autism with his
teacher at Minds
Woodlands
Gardens School.
The Ministry of
Education said it
will ensure that
Singaporean
children with
moderate to
severe special
needs can
access learning
in a suitable
special
education
school.
ST FILE PHOTO

MOE accepts panel’s recommendations on
compulsory education for these students
Amelia Teng
Education Correspondent

SUITABLE ENVIRONMENT

There is a perception among
parents that special education
schools are not as good. Many
parents prefer their child to stay in
mainstream schools...but if the
child is not suited to that
environment, it can break his
confidence.

’’

MR VICTOR TAY,
immediate past president of the
Association for Persons with Special Needs.

Parents of children with special
needs will receive more guidance at
the pre-primary level in choosing
suitable schools, as part of recommendations by an advisory panel.
Those who need homeschooling
or are deemed unsuitable to attend
any national primary schools – including special education ones –
could be exempted from attending
publicly funded schools, despite
compulsory education kicking in.
The Ministry of Education (MOE)
yesterday accepted the recommendations of the panel that was set up
to study how compulsory education can be implemented for children with special needs.
Minister for Education (Schools)
Ng Chee Meng had announced in
November last year that starting
from 2019, children with moderate

to severe special needs will need to
attend publicly funded schools, unless they apply for an exemption.
The Compulsory Education Act
passed in 2000 requires all Singaporean children to complete six
years of primary education in national schools before they turn 15.
Parents can be fined up to $5,000
and/or jailed for up to a year otherwise.
MOE said that it will work towards implementing the panel’s
recommendations from 2019.
The ministry said it will ensure
that Singaporean children with

moderate to severe special needs
can access learning in a suitable special education school.
It will also provide more support
for parents at the pre-primary level
to choose schools that meet their
children’s educational needs.
Dr Janil Puthucheary, Senior Minister of State for Education and
chairman of the advisory panel,
said that the panel kept in mind two
key principles: All Singaporean children should be supported in the appropriate educational settings for
their needs, and parents have the
primary responsibility for ensuring

their child attends school.
The panel said that MOE should
strengthen existing platforms and
processes to support parents in obtaining a diagnosis for their child
and making decisions about placement.
To get exemption so as to allow
for homeschooling, parents are to
propose an individualised educational plan, based on MOE’s guidelines, and submit progress reports
and be open to home visits.
For those said to be unsuitable to
attend national primary schools,
parents need to justify why their

child’s needs cannot be met in such
schools.
MOE may consider revoking the
exemption if there is evidence that
the child’s educational interests are
not being met in alternative settings.
Accepting the panel’s recommendations, Mr Ng said: “We will continue working closely with community partners for the smooth implementation of compulsory education and ensure the quality, affordability and accessibility of special
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PSLE
results
out on
Nov 24

Below: Mr Steven Seow working on a
sketch at his home in Tampines. He
has completed drawings of 33
national monuments so far, including
the Old Thong Chai Medical
Institution (far right) and the former
St Joseph’s Institution, now the
Singapore Art Museum.

Results of this year’s Primary
School Leaving Examination
(PSLE) will be released on
Nov 24, the Ministry of Education and the Singapore Examinations and Assessment Board
said in a joint press release yesterday.
Pupils can collect their result
slips from their respective primary schools from 11am.
Eligible pupils will receive option forms to select their secondary schools at the same
time.
Every sealed Secondary 1 (S1)
Option Form comes with a
unique S1 Personal Identification Number (S1 PIN), which can
be used to submit the options online via the Secondary 1 Internet
System, from 11am on Nov 24 to
3pm on Nov 30 – at www.moe.
gov.sg/admissions/secondaryone-posting-exercise.
The forms can also be submitted physically to the primary
schools, from 11am to 3pm on
Nov 24, and from 9am to 3pm
from Nov 27 to 30.
Posting results will be released
on Dec 21 and can be accessed
via SMS, or at the pupil’s primary
school, or on the Secondary 1 Internet System.
Pupils have to report at their respective secondary schools at
8.30am the next day – that is,
Dec 22.
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‘Screening
kids is key’
FROM B1

Just call him Mr Monument
Retiree aims to draw
all 72 of Republic’s
national monuments
to showcase heritage

Mr Seow has reproduced even tiny
details in his sketches to give a more
holistic portrayal of the monuments.

Melody Zaccheus
Heritage and Community
Correspondent
Online photos of the country’s
national monuments usually fail to
fully capture their profile, scale,
architectural details and surroundings in a single frame.
Frustrated, heritage buff Steven
Seow decided to hand-draw in ink
A3-sized perspectives, to share
with Singaporeans the sheer
majesty of these monuments.
Take, for instance, the Hong San
See temple in Mohamed Sultan
Road. Mr Seow, 65, has reproduced
a sweeping view of the temple with
its roof’s curved ridges and upturned swallow-tail end sweeps.
Mr Seow has drawn 33 of the 72
national monuments here since he
started on his personal project in
June.
He adds in surrounding buildings, roads, infrastructure and landscaping features. Most of these are
reproduced in exacting detail.
The retiree said: “Drones have
their limitations in capturing full
details. Photographs don’t present
our full, complete heritage.
“A more visual and holistic por-

trayal of the monuments, in the context and setting they were built,
might help Singaporeans fully appreciate the country’s heritage.”
His sketch of St Joseph’s Church
in Victoria Street highlights the marble statues of St John de Britto, St
Joseph and St John of God at the
front porch, while also showcasing
surrounding buildings such as the
National Design Centre.
Each monument usually takes
five days to draw. He typically
heads down to the site in the early
morning, when the light is good,
and snaps 30 to 40 photos on his
mobile phone.
Mr Seow also refers to online
images and The Straits Times’ monument series – Heritage Gems –
which ran from August last year till
Nov 2 this year. From there, he produces a hand-drawn composite of
each monument, sketching it at his
flat in Tampines or at the nearby
Tampines Hub.
Mr Seow hopes to compile his
drawings, complete with basic
write-ups, and produce a book for
children and the elderly.
He is targeting these segments
after he learnt through informal
chats and surveys with his neighbours that few could name the

country’s monuments.
He said: “I am targeting these
groups as the other segments have
easy access to detailed monument
information on the Internet.”
Mr Seow, who is self-taught,
retired from his job in the oil and
gas industry earlier this year.
He did not draw for 55 years, havSTARTING FROM SCRATCH

I started sketching on
mahjong paper at
first. I didn’t even
know where to get the
right size of paper and
materials.

’’

MR STEVEN SEOW, on the initial challenges
he faced as a self-taught artist.

SCAN TO WATCH

Heritage buff
shows off his art.
http://str.sg/stevenseow

ing last dabbled in the discipline as
a primary school pupil at Geylang
English School, where his teachers
got him to illustrate animals, vegetables and fruits – one to represent
each letter of the alphabet.
Mr Seow, whose mother was a
housewife and father worked in a
sawmill in Malaysia, said: “We were
too poor for me to pursue this. It
was not a practical option.”
He picked up the pen again only
last year. He was inspired by Briton
Stephen Wiltshire, an autistic artist
who drew the Singapore skyline
from memory in 2014.
Mr Seow has also produced four
panoramic drawings of Singapore,
stretching from the Central Business District to Changi Airport.
These were on display at Tampines
Hub for more than a year.
He said: “I started sketching on
mahjong paper at first. I didn’t even
know where to get the right size of
paper and materials.”
Mr Seow is looking for a government partner to help push his work
to the right audience.
He hopes to complete the drawings of all the national monuments
by May next year.

education.” Those in the special
education sector said that more
guidance will help parents make
better decisions.
Mr Victor Tay, immediate past
president of the Association for
Persons with Special Needs,
said: “There is a perception
among parents that special education schools are not as good.
“Many parents prefer their
child to stay in mainstream
schools... but if the child is not
suited to that environment, it
can break his confidence.”
He added that screening is
very important.
“Hopefully we will see a
greater pool of students being
more accurately placed in the
correct settings, and have fewer
transfers during their school
years.”
He wants the pool of special education teachers to be widened
and special education schools
made more accessible so that
less well-off families need not
travel too far.
Lien Foundation’s chief executive Lee Poh Wah said that it
hopes compulsory education
“can create new channels of cooperation between mainstream
and special education schools,
for instance, in the area of
teacher training”.
Mainstream schools should
also be equipped with more specialised support such as educational psychologists and occupational therapists, he said.
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